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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The Problem.— During the past two decades adult education has 
become increasingly significant in the United States. Beals and Brody* 
in a reoent publication, The Literature of Adult Education, emphasised 
the importance of additional documentary materials in the field of adult 
education. In keeping with the trend of the adult education movement and 
in recognition of the increasing need for more documentary materials, the 
present investigation was projected. It is a study of the development of 
the night school program for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Purpose of this Study.— The purpose of this study is to answer the 
following questions* 
1. What were the circumstances leading up to the establishment of 
night schools for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia? 
2. What have been the most significant factors and events in the 
development of the night school program? 
3. What has been the attitude of the Atlanta public toward the 
financing of education of adults? 
4. What has been the attitude of adult students toward going to 
school and how do they evaluate the program? 
5. What changes, if any, have occurred in the night school program 
in terms of enrollment, teaching personnel, financial support, 
and graduates during the period covered by the study, 1915-1946? 
Method of Procedure.—» The above purpose was achieved through the 
following steps* 
1. An analysis of local newspapers and of minutes of the Board of 
Education was made and present and former school administrators 
*Ralph A. Beals and Leon Brody, The Literature of Adult Education. 
(New York, 1941), p. xiv. 
1 
2 
were interviewed to determine recognition of problems which led 
to an awareness of the need for a publicly supported program of 
adult education. 
2. An analysis of minutes of the Board of Education, of editorials 
and of newspaper articles was made* and present and former ad¬ 
ministrators of the adult education program were interviewed to 
determine the attitude of the publio toward a publicly supported 
program of adult education and to determine what were the most 
significant factors and events in the development of the night 
school program. 
3. Interviews with former students and graduates of the night schools 
were made to determine their attitude toward going to school and 
their evaluation of the program. 
4. An analysis of reports of superintendents of the Atlanta public 
Schools was made to determine changes in the program in terms of 
enrollment* teaching personnel* financial support* and graduates. 
The Scope of this Study.— The data presented in this study were 
gathered through interviews with present and former administrators of the 
adult education program and former students and graduates of the night 
schools, and analysis of Reports of the Atlanta Board of Education, Min¬ 
utes of the Board of Education and local newspapers. The study covers the 
period from 1915-1946. 
Survey of Related Literature.— In reviewing literature related to 
the study of adult education, it was found that there is a large amount of 
materials of a general nature, but on the other hand a comparatively small 
amount of scientific research. However, several studies will be reviewed; 
these studies will be confined to those having a direct bearing on the 
present study. 
One study with particular significance to this study was made by 
McLaughlin1 in 1936. This study dealt with the development of the public 
^John McLaughlin, "The Development of the Public Evening Schools in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.” Unpublished Master's TheBis, Department of 
Education, University of Pittsburgh, 1936. 
s 
evening schools in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania from 1896 to 1911. He secured 
data for this study through the use of the interview technique and analysis 
of records of the Pittsburgh Board of Education. He traced the development 
of the evening elementary school, adult immigration evening school, and a 
standard evening sohool. The author concluded that the evening schools of 
the future must provide a wider choice of subjects and must be altered and 
developed to meet the needs of a changing social order and must offer 
classes in social studies to increase the social and cultural value of 
these schools. He found that the evening schools of Pittsburgh were an 
outgrowth of the Pittsburgh Public Sohool System. He also found that the 
evening school program of Pittsburgh did not have a continuous development 
from its beginning in 1786. Several attempts were made which resulted in 
failure. The first attempt was made in 1786, and another in 1789, and 
finally the evening schools were successfully established in 1896. A full 
account is given of the progress of Pittsburgh’s evening schools from 1896 
to 1911. 
By 1911 the evening schools of Pittsburgh had taken on new dignity. 
There was a change in curriculum offerings by the addition of trade 
courses to the regular subject matter courses. Although the evening 
schools of Pittsburgh were not so widely publicized as other public 
schools, there was not at any time less than 10,000 students enrolled 
during the period from 1896 to 1911. 
Another study of a historical nature was made by Allen1 in 1938. 
He traced the history of adult education in Mississippi since 1933 when 
the program was first initiated. 
^Garvin A. Allen, "The History of Adult Education in Mississippi." 
Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Louisiana State University, 1938. 
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The survey showed that illiteracy among whites and Negroes was re¬ 
duced approximately 60 per cent and 40 per cent respectively, and that 
the program enrolled 406,815 adults during' the years 1933-1938, and ap¬ 
proximately 60 per cent of them were white. These adults were under the 
instruction of 6,110 teachers, most of whom were women. The survey showed 
further that the program grew from a literacy curriculum in the first 
session to include parent education, public affairs and general education. 
The following quotation taken from Allen’s study explains 
Mississippi’s program* 
According to the 1930 census there were 199,747 illiterate 
persons in Mississippi; of the nimber 177,787 were Negroes and 
21,960 were whites. Including both races 13.1 per cent of the 
population of Mississippi were illiterate. Thus it may be seen 
that literacy classes were the most urgent responsibility of the 
adult education program in Missippi and that there was much need 
among the adult Negroes. 
Cartwright2 in 1935 reviewed a decade of development in adult educa¬ 
tion in the United States. The data included in this survey were gathered 
through interviews and analysis of adult education literature. The author 
presented his findings under the following headings* historical develop¬ 
ment, formal inception of the movement, development of the American 
Association for Adult Education, experimentation and changing practices. 
The following quotation expresses Cartwright's conclusion concern¬ 
ing the future of adult education* 
We shall need at least another decade of industrious research 
and publication before the literature of adult education will sup¬ 
port the historical approach.3 
Earvin A. Allen, op., clt.. p. 12. 
^orse A. Cartwright, Ten Years of Adult Education. (New York, 1935), 
p. 42. 
^Ibid., p. 121. 
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The state of California has carried on an intensive program of adult 
education since the year 1915. Champion1 in a brief report entitled 
Brief History of Adult Education in California, pointed out that adult 
education as now established in California has been the result of a long 
process of growth and development. His findings were as follows: 
Continuation schools were established through the efforts of 
the 1915 legislature and three years later, in 1918, the part-time 
law was put into effect. In 1920 the Department of Adult Education 
was created as a part of the State Department of Education and the 
entire responsibility of immigrant education was transferred to it. 
In 1921 the Naturalization Law was passed, requiring all school 
boards through the state to offer classes wherever twenty-five or 
more applicants for their naturalization papers, asked for sue* 
classes. Two years later, in 1923, additional legislation was en¬ 
acted requiring high school boards to offer classes to adults who 
could not speak, read or write the English language with the pro¬ 
ficiency of the sixth grade, providing that a minimum of twenty 
persons applied for such classes. As a final step in its adult 
education program the state legislature provided, in 1931, for the 
establishment of special day and evening classes in all local 
school districts vhere the demands of adults warranted such classes. 
Separate graded evening high schools were also established at this 
time. And thus was completed the ideal of California education in 
making possible a program of education for every one. 
Additional info mat ion was found on the adult education pregram in 
> California as it is carried on in Sacramento. The Committee on Adnlt 
Education of Sacramento, California prepared a report in 1945 entitled 
Adult Educational plan for Sacramento City 3chools. 
The following point of view of education was expressed by the 
committee: 
Education is education whether it serves adults or minors. It 
constitutes our chief means for advancement. This is especially 
William W. Champion, Brief History of Adult Education in California. 
Unpublished Report, State Department of Education, Los Angeles, Cali¬ 
fornia, pp. 1-2. 
2Ibid., p. 2. 
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true in a democracy which depends on public intelligence for its 
existence. 
The committee states in another instance that* 
The percentage of persons who enroll in adult courses over the 
country and then drop out before the end of the term is very high. 
Much of this results from poor analysis of adult cases before enroll 
ment and from poor adjustment of adults to classes after enrollment. 
This condition indicates the need for adequate guidance for adults. 
3uch guidance or counseling is a definite phase of the Adult Educa¬ 
tion Program of Sacramento.^ 
Some of the adult courses were: English, Economics, French, History, 
Business, Mathematics, Geography, Drama, Costume Design, Agriculture, Law 
Music, Philosophy and many others. 
rt 
In a survey made by the Buffalo Educational Council it was found 
that the public school program for adults in Buffalo, New York began 
in 1851. The four schools which were opened were soon overcrowded which 
necessitated an additional school at the beginning of the second week. 
The number of schools increased to twelve the following year. These 
evening schools operated for a period of ten weeks each year until the 
autumn of 1859 when they were discontinued. In 1870, seven evening 
sohools were reopened with classes being held on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday evenings from seven until nine o’clock. They were open for 
eighteen weeks, two terms of nine weeks each, the first term being from 
October to December and the second term from January to March. 
The following quotation describes the reaction toward the estab¬ 
lishment and maintenance of evening schools in Buffalo: 
**Adult Education Committee, * •Educational plan (Sacramento, 
California, 1945), p. 11. 
2 
Ibid., p. 13. 
3Buffalo Educational Council, Adult Education In A Community (New 
York, 1926), p. 5. 
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The apparent failure of these schools to accomplish the end for 
which thqy were established together with the clamor of the enemies 
of free education about their cost, weakened somewhat their hold up¬ 
on the sympathies of the community. A majority of the Common Council, 
however, from year to year, voted for their continuance for ten weeks 
each winter, until the autumn of 1859, when no recommendation for 
their reopening was sent to the Common Council. Buffalo was among 
the first of what are today the largest cities of the country to 
establish evening public schools for adults. The course of study was 
optional with the students acting with the advice of the principal 
and under the general direction of the superintendent. The studies 
taught were reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, Geography, gram¬ 
mar, Bookkeeping and German. The enrollment for the first term 
was 2,006; the second term, 2,381. In 1873 the enrollment for the 
first term was 1,774, with an average attendance of 928; the enroll¬ 
ment for the second term was 2,227. The adult students who attended 
school seemed to be fairly well satisfied with what the school did 
for them.1 
The total enrollment of Buffalo evening schools between the years 
1916 and 1925 was 172,598. 
Schools known as opportunity schools are a part of adult education. 
The Opportunity School of South Carolina is a part of the adult education 
program of South Carolina. 
o 
Gray reported that the first Opportunity School of South Carolina 
was organized in 1921 by the State Supervisor of Adult Education. Its 
purpose was to offer to illiterate girls and women the opportunity to 
secure continuous education during the month of August at Tamassee, 
South Carolina. It offered instruction in reading, writing, arithmetic, 
spelling, health habits, civics, good manners, domestic science, arts 
and crafts. Thirty-six students enrolled. 
The result of the first opportunity school was very encouraging 
qnH as a result the State Department of Education with the cooperation 
Buffalo Educational Council, op. clt.. p. 175. 
*"Wil LOU Gray and William S. Gray, The Opportunity Schools of South 
Carolina (New York, 1932). 
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of the Board of Education of the Upper South Carolina Methodist Conference 
and Lander College organized a vocation school at the college during the 
summer of 1922. It was limited to girls and women of little or no educa¬ 
tion who were interested in furthering their education. Eighty-nine 
students were enrolled from all parts of the state. Their ages ranged 
from fourteen to fifty-one years, the average age being eighteen years. 
The majority of the students did about third grade work although Instruc¬ 
tion was provided from the first through the fifth grades. 
In 1923 the Opportunity School was enlarged to include men. The 
oombined enrollment in this year was 180. At the close of the school 
term in 1931 the total for the eleven years had reached 1,797. 
The growth of the Opportunity School of South Carolina is summarized 
as followst 
During the ten years following its organization in 1921, the 
Opportunity Sohool grew rapidly in numbers and in the breadth and 
quality of instruction given. By 1930, it was recognized by the 
members of the State Department of Education as one of the most 
important agencies of adult elementary education in the state. It 
seemed obvious, therefore, that the opportunities provided by the 
school should be continued and possibly extended.* 
Many other State Departments of Education have played an important 
role in the development of the total program of publicly supported edu¬ 
cation for adults and out-of-school youth in the united States. 
In a recent study made by Gaumintz and Stanton^ in 1939 the origin 
and historical development of adult education of State Departments of 
Education were discussed. This study also dealt with the personnel 
^Wil Lou Gray and William S. Gray, op. olt.. p. 13. 
2W. H. Gaumintz and H. L. Stanton, Supervision of Education for Out- 
of-School Youth and Adults of State Departments of Education Bulletin 
No. 6, Monograph No. 12 (Washington, D* C., 1941). 
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employed and the major functions and procedures used by state departments 
in the administration and supervision of state programs of education of 
adults and out-of-school youth. The study showed further the part played 
by the State Departments of Education relative to general comprehensive 
programs of adult education, illiteracy eradication, and Americanization} 
adult education programs of the Works Progress Administration and the 
National Youth Administration, educational programs of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps camps; adult-education radio programs in State prisons; 
and rehabilitation education. Documents both printed and mimeographed of 
State Departments of Education were analyzed and interviews were held with 
the heads of State Departments of Education. 
The authors found that some State Departments of Education conduct 
comprehensive programs of adult education. California was listed first 
among this group of states with Connecticut, Delaware, New York, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Utah and Virginia 
following in the order named. They also found that all of these states 
began their programs of adult education early in the twentieth century. 
There were other states found to have limited programs of adult 
education largely in literacy and Americanization. These states included 
Alabama, Georgia, Massachussetts, Michigan and Nevada. 
In 1931 Bloom* made a study of the rise and development of State 
supervision of adult education. He found that after evening schools, 
originally maintained by private and philanthropic organizations, had 
^Walter S. Bloom, "State Supervision for Adult Education in the 
United States in the Light of their History." Doctor's Dissertation, 
Berkeley, California, University of California, 1931, as cited in 
W. H. Gaumintz and H. L. Stanton, Supervision of Education for Out-of- 
School Youth and Adults of State Departments of Education Bulletin 
No. 6, Monograph No. 12 (Washington, D. C., 1941), p. 3. 
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become established as a needed public service, adult education developed 
according to the following steps: 
1. The establishment of evening schools. 
2. The admission of adults to the regular public schools. 
3. The establishment of vooational-training classes. 
4. Free lectures in the public schools for the working classes 
5. Instruction for adult deaf and blind. 
6. Immigrant education and Americanization. 
7. Efforts to reduce illiteracy. 
8. Rehabilitation service. 
9. The establishment of State Departments of adult education.^- 
The first evidence of a concern on the part of the States for the 
education of adults dated back to 1835 in Ohio and to 1847 in Dew York 
and Massachusetts. State action providing for evening schools has spread 
to nearly all states since these early beginnings. The trends of this 
development can be summarized as follows: 
(1) State legislation is coming more and more to regard evening 
schools and other forms of adult education as an accepted and neces¬ 
sary feature of public education; (2) the program of evening schools 
is broadening from that of providing rudimentary education in evening 
classes to such special groups as out-of-school youth, illiterates, 
and aliens to include all types of education for all typeB of adults, 
meeting in both day and evening hours; and (3) the growing practice 
of providing financial aid and supervision for this type of education 
through the State departments of education.2 
Since the problem of supporting the programs of adult education is 
of prime importance to their development and progress the authors present¬ 
ed facts concerning the State's part in financing this field of education. 
*W. H. Gaumintz and H. L. Stanton, on. cit.♦ p. 3. 
2Ibid. 
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He states that: 
For the most part funds to support evening schools must be 
provided from local sources. Costs for classes in the vocational 
fields, however, are usually partly reimbursed from Federal funds 
through the State departments of education. Twenty states provide 
funds to assist classes to remove illiteracy and the educational 
deficiencies of those unable to read and write the English language. 
Some of these States, California, Tennessee, and Washington, for 
example, provide aid for this type of education on the same basis as 
for elementary and secondary education; Delaware and South Carolina 
pay nearly all of the costs from State funds; Maine and Wyoming pay 
about two-thirds; Alabama, Massachusetts, Minnesota, and New York 
pay about half of the cost of such classes; Connecticut pays about 
15 per cent; and in others the State aids provided involve specific 
formulas and vary from time to time. It follows that a certain 
amount of State administrative responsibility and supervision must 
accompany the granting of State funds.* 
The chief State school officers have interested themselves in the use 
and possibilities of radio as an important means for disseminating knowl¬ 
edge, and at least thirteen States, including Connecticut, Florida, 
Illinois, Missouri, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin, can be cited as having been 
in the recent past or are now engaged in promoting and improving radio 
broadcasts to extend and enrich the public school program. At the present 
time Missouri, Texas and Wisconsin are very active in this type of radio 
education.2 
In some states local programs have been developed in which city or 
county government units provide continuous financial support. Florida is 
a notable example. The funds are matched by the reimbursement of State 
3 
funds. 
%. H. Gaumintz and H. L. 3tanton, op. cit.. p. 3. 
2 
!bid., p. 62 
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In Miami and Jacksonville local supervisors of rehabilitation op¬ 
erate county-wide programs, prom an office in Tampa a local supervisor 
conducts a rehabilitation program for two adjoining counties. All of 
these local rehabilitation officers are located in city school buildings. 
The personnel is selected jointly by the County Board of Education and the 
State Department of Education and the work is under the supervision of the 
State Department of Education.1 
In a study made by Lombard2 with reference to the education of adults 
by State departments of education, various programs of parent education in 
State departments of public education up to and including 1939 were re¬ 
viewed. The material covered discussions of background, organization, 
administration, personnel, costs, services to study groups in local com¬ 
munities, and cooperative relations by which the parent education work 
throughout each State could be made more effective. The date for this 
study was secured through an analysis of printed and mimeographed docu¬ 
ments of the State departments of education and interviews with chief 
State officers and their assistants. 
The study presented descriptions of the parent education programs 
of State departments of education in certain states since not all programs 
could be included. The author found that not until 1926 was parent edu¬ 
cation service of any kind included in a State department of education. 
Parent education was defined in brief as a general understanding of the 
whole child, of family relationships, and of conmunity influences 
hi, H. Gaumintz and H. L. Stanton, op. clt., p. 80. 
^Ellen C. Lombard, Supervision of Parent Education as a Function of 
State Departments of Education Bulletin Ho. 6, Monograph No. 13 
(Washington, D* C., 1940). 
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affecting the child and the family.1 
She found that: 
Nine States have reported programs of parents education in State 
Departments of Education (1939) under some form of supervision and 
leadership from the State departments Alabama, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Louisiana, New York, Pennsylvania, Utah and Virginia. In 
ten other States parent education work is conducted as an element of 
larger programs connected with the State departments. These States 
include Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas.2 
Most of these programs have been made possible by the extension of the 
use of the Federal and State funds for vocational home economics education. 
In 1936 Reid reported on adult education among Negroes in the United 
States. His study showed that in the year 1931 the American Association 
for Adult Education lent its support to the special problems of Negro edu¬ 
cation. A total grant of $31,000 was made by Carnegie Corporation, 
supplemented by $15,000 by the Julius Rosenwald Fund, for experiments ex¬ 
tending from 1931-1934. These experiments were to be adult education 
programs sponsored by branch libraries in Negro sections of New York City 
and Atlanta, Georgia. The branch library selected in New York was the 
135th Street branch, and the Auburn Avenue branch of Carnegie Library in 
Atlanta, Georgia was the Southern experiment center. 
The author's conclusions were that: 
Any program for the improvement of adult education faces chal¬ 
lenging problems. The experiences of the Atlanta and New York 
projects point out definite next steps that must be taken if adult 
education for Negroes is to be a program of achievement. Major 
emphasis should be placed upon; 
^llen C. Lombard, op. cit., p. 3. 
2Ibld.. p. 24. 
slra DeA Reid, Adult Education Among Negroes (Washington, D. C., 
1936). 
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1« Securing more adequate financial support from public and private 
sources ; 
2. Revising institutional programs to fit the life needs of people 
rather than continuing programs into which people’s needs must 
fit; 
3. Providing institutional and personal guidance in the field of 
adult education so that— 
(a) Agencies may decide on their next step, 
(b) Individuals may be able to make up their minds what 
they wish to do, and finally, 
4. Developing a program for local communities that will harmonize 
the principles of how to live with the practical problems of 
living and coordinate the adult education efforts of each com¬ 
munity.1 
On the basis of studies reviewed in this chapter, it seems justifi¬ 
able to conclude that in the American democracy, which depends so greatly 
on public intelligence, adult education is essential. The authors also 
seem to agree that in the development of various phases of adult educa¬ 
tion in the United States the programs of adult education need to be 
revised from time to time to more adequately meet the needs of its clien¬ 
tele, and that the state has the same responsibility for providing educa¬ 
tional opportunities for adults as for children and youth. 
Value of this Study.— A study of the development of the night 
school program for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia will assist in the documenta¬ 
tion of the development of adult education in the United States. It may 
also serve as suggestive materials to other school systems on how to launch 
a program in adult education. Finally, it may assist the Atlanta Board of 
Education in gaining’ an appraisal of its program. 
■^Ira DeA.Reid, op., cit.. pp. 36-37. 
CHAPTER II 
THE DEVELOPMENT OP THE NIGHT SCHOOL PROGRAM IN 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
Origin of the Night Schools.-- The Public School System of Atlanta, 
Georgia was organized in January^1872.1 As early as 1890 the City Council 
and the Board of Education were considering the necessity of making pro¬ 
visions for adults and out-of-school youth to continue their education. 
However, the history of public adult education in Atlanta, Georgia is to 
be found largely in the story of its night schools, and the development 
of the night schools for Negroes must be studied as a part of the develop¬ 
ment of the total program of publicly supported night schools in Atlanta. 
The Atlanta Journal gave the following account of the beginning of 
the night school program* 
The first official movement was made during the first part of 
the year 1890 when Councilman Lambert of the fifth ward, who had 
made a study of adult education, on Pebruary 17, 1890 introduced 
in City Council the following' resolution. 
Whereas, there are a large number of boys and girls in the city 
who, on account of poverty, are compelled to work all day every day 
for the support of themselves and families, and hence have no time 
to attend school in the day time, and whereas, it is but just that 
some means be afforded them to obtain an education, be it therefore 
resolved, that the Board of Education be requested to take into 
consideration the propriety and expedience of opening night schools 
for the benefit of such persons. 
It was in his old home town in Belgium that Mr. Lambert first 
noticed the efficacy of night schools. 
In his country, he said talking to an Atlanta journal reporter, 
^W. W. Gaines, Brief History of Atlanta Public Schools (Atlanta, 
Georgia, 1922), p. 4. 
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"The night schools are a part of the public school system. It 
has been found that these schools are calculated to do more good 
than others, because the young men and women who attend them do 
so of their own volition, and while there devote their whole 
time and energy to their work. I first noticed the need for a 
night school in this city, in the fifth ward. I employ a number 
of boys in my garden who help me to do the necessary work. They 
are bright lads and being forced to work all day, had no oppor¬ 
tunity for improving themselves. The night school will prove a 
blessing for them."i 
Efforts to provide adult education opportunities at public expense 
culminated in the establishment of the first public night school in Atlanta, 
Georgia in 1891.^ The City Council of Atlanta in conjunction with the 
Board of Education appropriated funds for financing the night school pro¬ 
gram. 
The first school was for white boys exclusively. It was known as the 
Boys' Night Sohool and was located on Alabama Street in the old Moore’s 
Business College Building. The purpose of this school was to give white 
working boys an opportunity to get an education at night in commercial 
courses and grammar grade academic courses. The enrollment for the first 
year consisted of 300 enrollees ranging in age from twelve to twenty-five 
years. At the opening of the school, the classes were under the guidance 
and supervision of a principal and three teachers. However, two addi¬ 
tional teachers were added to the teaching staff before the first school 
year ended. The classes were held from 7:00 o'clock until 10:00 o'clock 
each night Monday through Friday. The length of the school term was the 
same as for the day schools. In general the plan of the school was the 
^Atlanta Journal. February 17, 1890, p. 8. 
^Minutes of Board. February 16, 1891. 
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same as the publio day schools.^ 
Although the Atlanta Public School System established two grammar 
schools for Negroes during the first year of its organization in 1872, it 
did not consider Negroes at the time the night school program for whites 
2 
was initiated. After the night school program for whites had been in 
existence for a period of twenty-four years a similar provision was made 
for Negroes. The first night school for Negroes was established in 
October, 1915, and was known as the Yonge Street Night School.3 The 
first principal was Mr. C. L. Harper who had a staff of seven teachers. 
The enrollment for the first year consisted of 642 students.4 According 
to Mr. Harper, these students "ranged in age from twenty to sixty years 
with the average being about thirty-five years."6 
As in the case of the first night school for whites, the curriculum 
of the first night school for Negroes, at the beginning of the first 
year, consisted of grammar grade subjects only. However, before the end 
of the year certain commercial courses were added. These included type¬ 
writing, bookkeeping, and shorthand. 
Circumstances Leading to the Establishment of Night Schools and 
their Development.— The desire for night schools on the part of the 
Negroes of Atlanta stemmed from a deeper motive than simply the desire 
to have similar opportunities to white people. The recognition of the 
^Minutes of Board. February 16, 1891. 
%. W. Gaines, Brief History of Atlanta Publio Schools (Atlanta, 
Georgia, 1922), p. 4. 
interview with Mr. C. L. Harper, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
^Minutes of Board, April 20, 1916. 
^Interview with Mr. C. L. Harper, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
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need of night schools for Negroes and no doubt one of the reasons leading 
to their establishment was the efforts of Mr. B* R. Holmes, a pioneer in 
the movement to secure night schools for Negroes. Mr. Holmes was the 
president of the Holmes Institute, a private school which for a period of 
time attempted to meet the needs of the Negroes of Atlanta for adult edu¬ 
cation. Mr. Holmes was only able to accept a limited number of students 
because of the size of his school plant and therefore could not meet the 
general demands of the public. After noting this need on the part of 
such a large number of persons, Mr. Holmes went before the Board of 
Education to present the needs of Negroes for adult education opportuni¬ 
ties.*- 
In an interview with Mr. Holmes2 the writer was told that the 
interviewee, Mr. Holmes, appeared before the Board of Education in the 
interest of the establishment of a night school for Negroes. In the 
discussion with the Board, Mr. Holmes asked, what was the source of sup¬ 
port of the five white night schools. In answer to this question the 
Board members stated that the night schools were financed out of tax 
money. Mr. Holmes then asked why cannot the Negroes have a night school; 
the Board in turn answered that it had never been asked to provide one. 
After the Board heard Mr. Holmes regarding- the needs of Negroes, on 
motion by Mr. Key, a member of the Board was requested to ask the Council 
for an appropriation of $2,000.00 with which to conduct a night school 
for Negroes. This action of the Board resulted in the City Council 
appropriating in September, 1915, $1,500.00 for the establishment of the 
^Minutes of Board. November 24, 1915. 
interview with Mr. B. R. Holmes, Atlanta, Ga., March, 1947. 
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first public night school for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Holmes’s 
interest in night schools was well expressed in the following statement 
taken from the Atlanta Qonstltutlont 
One of the greatest blessings of this city is the establishment 
of a night school for Negroes by the Board of Education which will 
open in October, was the declaration of professor B. R. Holmes, 
president of Holmes Institute in addressing a large number of Negro 
citizens at Beulah Baptist Church Sunday morning in the interest of 
a Negro Night School. 
Professor Holmes further said that there are more than 3,000 
Negroes in Atlanta who ought to attend the night school. Many of 
them are employed by white people as cooks, chambermaids, butlers 
and coachmen, and should become more efficient in their work. There 
are several hundred Negro boys and girls who are out of the public 
schools because they have to work to help support parents and are 
unable to buy books.^ 
He also pointed out that he had received more than fifty applica¬ 
tions from Negro residents for admission to attend the Holmes Institute. 
It is significant that after the first public night school for Negroes 
was opened Mr. Holmes advised students enrolled in his school to transfer 
2 
to the public school. 
Among other persons who saw clearly the need for night schools for 
Negroes and who worked diligently for their establishment was Mr. C. L. 
Harper. Mr. Harper in relating some of the needs which existed at that 
time for night schools for Negroes, stated that there were many Negroes 
who were not able to read and write but who had a desire to do so. How¬ 
ever, because they worked during the day, they could only attend at night. 
He stated further that many people wanted to learn to read their Bibles, 
3 
newspapers, and write their own letters. 
•^Atlanta Constitution. September 20, 1915, p. 5. 
interview with Mr. B. R. Holmes, Atlanta, Ga., March 24, 1947. 
^Interview with Mr. C. L. Harper, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
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Mr* C. L« Harper^ and Dr. H« Reid Hunter^ stated that before the 
Board took action to establish night schools for Negroes a general agi¬ 
tation among the Negroes for a night school developed. This ground swell 
of public opinion among Negroes for night schools can be easily understood 
when viewed against the background of their expressed desires for the op¬ 
portunity to further their education; their effortB over a period of time 
to meet these needs through a privately operated night school, and in 
light of the fact that night schools for whites had been operated for 
twenty-four years and there were at that time five night schools for 
whites, namely, Settlement Home Night School, Boys* Night School, Girls* 
Night School, Capitol Avenue Night School, and Woolen Mills Night School, 
all of which were being operated by the Atlanta Board of Education at 
g 
public expense. 
After an appropriation of $1,500.00 had been made by the Board of 
Education for the operation of a Negro Night School, then the question 
arose as to whom would be the principal. The following article published 
in the Atlanta Constitution made reference to this factor in the estab¬ 
lishment of the first night school for Negroess 
The selection of a principal for the proposed Negro night 
school will be taken up at the regular meeting of the Board of 
Education. This action is awaited by the Negroes of Atlanta with 
keen interest as they have become thoroughly aroused over the need 
of classes for Negroes who have no opportunity to attend regular 
day schools. 
B. R. Holmes, president of Holmes Institute, is a candidate 
for the position. Many of the most prominent Negro people of the 
^Interview with Mr. C. L« Harper, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
interview with Dr. H. Reid Hunter, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
^Annual Report Board of Education (Atlanta, Georgia, 1915). 
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city have signed petitions to the Board asking that they place him 
at head of the school, and a number of white citizens have urged 
his appointment to the position.^ 
However, the principalship of the first Negro night school was 
settled by Mr. C. L. Harper being appointed to the position.2 
When the first night school for Negroes was opened the regular day 
school teachers taught the night classes for the first month. However, 
this double teaching load had to be eliminated for two reasons} firstly, 
the teachers could not endure the stress and strain of a double shift, 
secondly, the Negro public opposed this practice. They felt that these 
teachers were making too much money teaching a double schedule.3 There¬ 
fore, the Board of Education appointed a staff of teachers for the night 
school at the beginning of its second month.* 
These teachers were as follows; 
Mrs. S. S. Butler  1st Grade 
Mrs. M. L. Timbers  2nd Grade 
Miss Willie Kelly  3rd Grade 
Mrs. Maggie Wimbish  4th Grade 
Mrs. Mary Grant  5th Grade 
Mrs. Milton Thompson  6th Grade 
Lucius Smith  7th Grade3 
At the same time a salary scale was set for the Negro night school 
teachers by the Board of Education. The principal was paid fifty dollars 
per calendar month and the teachers were paid twenty-five dollars per 
calendar month. The day school teachers of Yonge Street School who 
^Atlanta Constitution, September 23, 1915, p. 9. 
Minutes of Board. October 27, 1915. 
interview with Mr. C. L. Harper, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
Minutes of Board, October 27, 1915. 
^Minutes of Board. October 28, 1915. 
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served during the first month were paid the regular salary of night school 
teachers in addition to their salaries as day school teachers.^ 
Aside from the regular grammar grade subjects, commercial courses 
including shorthand, bookkeeping and typewriting were added to the curricu¬ 
lum during the first year of operation of the Yonge Street Night School. 
Shorthand was taught by Mrs. A. B. Robinson, typewriting by L. P. Dawkins, 
and bookkeeping by C. C. Shanks.2 
The Board of Education paid the salaries of the commercial teachers 
but did not buy the equipment for carrying on these courses. Mr. C. L. 
Harper stated that he personally sponsored various campaigns and enter¬ 
tainments including concerts and recitals to buy typewriters and other 
equipment for the commercial department of Yonge Street Night School.® 
The Atlanta public was more or less sold on the idea of adult edu¬ 
cation through night schools by the time Yonge Street Night School was 
established, therefore, there was no serious opposition on the part of the 
public to supporting such activities. The response of students to the 
first night school for Negroes was very favorable and the relationships 
among the teachers were good. The teachers appreciated their responsi¬ 
bility.4 
The following statement taken from the minutes of the Board of 
Education summarizes the situation at the Yonge Street Night School 
^-Minutes of Board. October 28, 1915. 




during its first year of operations 
Teachers in Yonge Street Night School are very much interested 
in their work. Through the efforts of the principal and teachers, 
courses are offered in the regular elementary school work and steno¬ 
graphy and typewriting. The equipment and teachers for this work 
are being supplied through the efforts of the teachers themselves. 
In this school there have been enrolled six hundred and forty-two 
students. One class comes voluntarily an hour earlier at night in 
order that all of the classes may share in the work each night.* 
The Yonge Street Night School soon became overcrowded which made it 
necessary to establish a second night school. The Superintendent, Mr. 
W# F. Slaton, on April £0, 1916, recommended the opening of an additional 
school on the West Side to accommodate the Negroes in that section. The 
Board asked for funds to wire the Mitchell Street School so as to conduot 
night classes there. The Mitchell Street Night School was not organized, 
however, until September, 1916.^ 
By 1920 the Negro night school program had expanded to the extent 
that four additional night schools were opened, namely, Summer Hill Night 
School, Pittsburgh Night School, Ashby Street Night School and Wesley 
Street Night School. The establishment of these four night schools for 
Negroes increased the total to six.^ 
By the scholastic year 1922-23 the Atlanta Board of Education was 
operating eight night schools for Negroes, namely, Ashby Street Night 
School, Bailor Street Night School, W. H. Crogman Night School, Gray 
Street Night, E. P. Johnson Night School, Mitchell Street Night 
^Minutes of Board. April 20, 1916. 
^Minutes of Board. September 24, 1916. 
^Interview with Mrs. Fannie Mae Weston, Atlanta, Ga., January 10, 
1947 
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School, Wesley Street Night School, and Yonge Street Night School.1 
In 1925-1926 the Booker T. Washington Night School was established, 
and later during the same year David T* Eward Night School was estab- 
p 
lished. However, these two new establishments were not additions to the 
eight night schools operated during the previous year. Through a process 
of merging, two of the eight night schools were closed, namely, Gray 
n. 
Street and Ashby Street night schools. 
As a result of opposition which arose in 1927 over the number of 
Negro night schools being operated for Negroes, the number of schools was 
reduced from eight to four, and there have been no changes since. The 
four night schools left open were: Booker T. Washington, David T. Howard, 
E* P. Johnson and W. H. Crograan.^ 
With the establishment of Booker T. Washington Night School in 1925- 
1926 came an expansion in the night school curriculum. Prior to this 
time there was no senior high school work offered in the night schools. 
The other schools had offered grammar grade courses, vocational and com¬ 
mercial courses. The Booker T. Washington Night School not only offered 
academic courses from the first through the twelfth grades, but in addi¬ 
tion, courses in business, music, auto mechanics, tailoring, cooking, 
and sewing were offered.5 
"'‘Interview with Mrs. Fannie Mae Weston, Atlanta, Ga., January 10, 
1947. 
^Interview with Mr. C. I. Harper, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
5Ibid. 
^Minutes of Board. April 22, 1927. 
^Interview with Mr. C. L. Harper, Atlanta, Ga., November 15, 1946. 
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In addition to the academic training the night school students publish¬ 
ed school papers, organized clubs, and sponsored programs to vitalize the 
curriculum. 
The curriculum offerings in the Negro schools in 1946, included:* 
1. Elementary School Work, Grades 1 through 6. 
2. junior High School Courses, Grades 7 through 9. 
3. Senior High School Subjects, Grades 10 through 12. 











Elementary school work is offered in all four of the night schools. 
The academic course of study for the high school by grades is as follows: 
Grade 7 
Spelling 







Mathematics - Arithmetic 
Grade 8 
Spelling 










General Business - Mathematics 
United States History 
Georgia History 
^Atlanta Board of Education, Manual For The Operation of Negro Evening. 











World and Negro History 
General Mathematics 
Spelling! 
Fifteen units are required for graduation from the senior high school* 
Credits or units for graduation begin with the ninth grade. Twelve units 
may be earned in grades 9, 10, 11, and L-12, and the other three units in 
H-12. The required units are: 
English  3 units 
Mathematics  3 units 
History and Civics  1 unit 
Science  2 units 
Electives  6 units 
Total  15 units2 
The Booker T. Washington Night School is the only Negro night School 
now offering commercial courses.3 The entrance requirements to commercial 
classes are: a diploma from an accredited high school and satisfactory 
achievement in English and spelling according to tests given by the Atlanta 
Board of Education. If students wish to complete requirements for gradua¬ 
tion they must attain satisfactory achievement in English and spelling; 
also they are expected to attain a speed of forty words per minute in typ¬ 
ing with satisfactory accuracy. These students have a choice between 
*L-12 means Low-12 and H-12 means Eigh-12. 
^Atlanta Board of Education, Manual For The Operation of Negro Evening 




shorthand and bookkeeping. If shorthand is chosen, the graduation require¬ 
ment is one hundred words per minute with neat and accurate transcription. 
On the other hand, the bookkeeping requirement follows the usual practice 
for a one year course in this field. 
Although the Booker T. Washington Night School has the most varied 
curriculum, the other schools have offered over a period of years courses 
in vocations in addition to senior high school courses. Both a vocational 
certificate and diploma may be secured through the night schools. A voca¬ 
tional certificate may be awarded upon completion of a one year vocational 
course; a vocational diploma may be awarded upon satisfactory completion of 
three years work. 
Public Opinion Regarding; Public Financing of Education for Adults.— 
Public opinion toward public financing of education for adults influenced 
the night school program in several ways. Some of the results of public 
opinion will be discussed in the following pages. 
As has been stated previously, in the scholastic year 1922-1923 the 
Atlanta Board of Education operated eight night schools for Negroes. This 
number of schools was operated until 1927 when a financial deficiency 
within the budget called for consideration of the consolidation of day 
schools. In a meeting of the Board of Education, February 3, 1927, in 
regard to the 1927 budget Mr. Slate, a member of the Board, called atten¬ 
tion to the cost of running the eight night schools for Negroes. He stated 
that the cost of running these schools amounted to approximately §60,000.00.^ 
When viewed against the probability of consolidation of white day schools 
Mr. Slate regarded this situation with bitter disfavor. He stated: 
^•Minutes of Board, February 3, 1927 
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I am not In favor of educating adult Negroes at the expense of our 
little white children, aid suggest the advisability of cutting out the 
Negro night schools entirely, or at least reducing their number, there¬ 
by avoiding the necessity for consolidation of classes which would 
cause our little white children to walk a great distance to school.1 
Mr. Slate was supported in his views by Mr. Warren and Mr. Maddox. 
After the impassioned attack made by Mr. Slate and other Board members, 
Mr. Powell moved that the Board of Education close six of the eight night 
2 
schools for Negroes. However, fiery charges continued to be made by Mr. 
Slate and other Board members. Mr. Slate offered as a substitute motion 
that the proposed budget be adopted with the inclusion of the statement 
that the Negro night schools be eliminated. This substitute motion was 
lost, however, by a vote of 8 to 4. Those manbers of the Board who voted 
for the elimination of all the Negro night schools were Mrs. Nelson, 
Mr. Morris, Mr. Slate and Mr. Maddox. Mrs. Nelson in explanation of her 
vote stated: "I cannot agree to take the money away from the white children 
and give it to adult Negroes."3 
At this point a vote was taken on the original proposal that six of 
the eight night schools for Negroes be closed. This vote carried with ten 
members favoring- the action and two opposed, namely, Mr. Slate and Mrs. 
Nelson. 
The action by the Board of Education on February 3rd in eliminating 
six of the eight night schools for Negroes brought strong- protests from 
both whites and Negroes. In its next meeting- of Februaiy 22, Dr. Carter 
Helm Jones appeared in defense of the Negro night schools. He stated to 




the Board that he was chairman of the Interracial Committee of the Christian 
Council which represents all of the evangelistical white churches of Atlanta 
working in close cooperation also with a like committee representing all of 
the Negro churches of the city. Dr. Jones presented a paper signed by thou¬ 
sands of white and Negro citizens, petitioning the Board of Education to 
retain the six Negro night schools which it proposed to abolish in the 
interest of economy.^ 
After the Board heard Dr. Jones, Mr. slate then called the Board’s 
attention to a resolution of the previous meeting of February 3 regarding 
the closing of Negro night schools. He stated that after the resolution 
had been passed to reduce the Negro night schools to two, the next day 
another vote was taken by the members of the Board without the entire 
Board being present. He stated further that two of the schools ordered 
closed had been left open for an additional two week period and he wished 
o 
to be recorded as protesting against any such method of procedure. 
Charges and countercharges were made by Mr. Maddox and other Board 
members. Mr. Maddox and others declared that a secret caucus of the Board 
had authorized the administrative department to keep open two of the six 
schools ordered closed at the last meeting. Mr. Maddox expressed his op¬ 
position toward this action and declared his intention to bring legal 
action to compel the members of the alleged caucus to personally pay for 
the operation of the two night schools for the two weeks which they 
3 
operated after they were ordered closed. This action said Mr. Maddox 
^Minutes of Board, February 22, 1927. 
2Ibid. 
^Atlanta Journal, February 23, 1927, p. 16 
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was illegal and directly contrary to the vote of the Board.1 He stated: 
"Such tactics will ruin the public school system and I am not going to 
stand by and see suoh things done."^ 
In order to explain why the two schools were held open, Dr. Eubanks, 
President of the Board of Education, stated that* 
The Board of Education could hold him fully responsible for the 
action in keeping open two additional night schools, declaring that 
he authorized the administrative department to canvass the Board 
membership when he learned the summary closing of six night schools 
would create an emergency. There were some $10,000.00 to $20,000.00 
worth of textbooks in the possession of these night school students 
that could not have been collected had we not kept the schools open 
for some time longer. There were matters pertaining- to the reorgani¬ 
sation of classes that made it virtually impossible to close the 
schools immediately. In view of this situation I authorized Mr. 
Sutton to canvass the Board by telephone, because I knew that what¬ 
ever they agreed to in that way they would stand by whenever they met 
again in formal session.® 
After a plea for the maintenance of the Negro night schools was made 
by Dr. Jones and an explanation given of why the two night schools were 
kept open for two weeks after ordered closed, Mr. Gaines made a motion 
that the Board rescind its previous action of February 3, and that the 
Negro night schools be reduced to four, namely, Booker T. Washington Night 
School, David T. Howard Night School, E. P. Johnson Night School and W. H. 
4 
Crogman Night School. Mrs. Nelson again expressed her opposition by 
making a substitute motion that the number of Negro night schools be 
limited to three. However, this substitute motion was lost by a vote of 4 
to 7. Those members voting in favor of the substitute motion were 
Atlanta Journal. February 23, 1927, p. 16. 
®Ibid. 
4Minutes of Board, February 22, 1927. 
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Mr» Slate, Mr. Maddox, Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Warren.^ The Board then took a 
vote on its original motion to rescind its previous action and that four 
night schools he continued. It was carried by a vote of 7 to 4. 
The reduction of Negro night schools to four in 1927 seemed to have 
settled the matter only temporarily. This is indicated by the fact that a 
similar move was made in 1932 to reduce the number of Negro night schools. 
It appears that the night school program for Negroes ran along smoothly until 
the funds of the Board of Education became insufficient in some way. in 
April, 1932, the salaries of all school teachers were reduced sixteen per 
cent. On the heels of this sudden perturbation came the consideration of 
the Board of Education to reduce the Negro night schools fifty per cent in 
an effort to increase the funds for meeting the teacher payroll. Mr. E« R. 
Sweat, Chairman of the Current Expenditures Committee, recommended in a 
meeting of the Board of Education on April 12, 1932, that the night schools 
be continued for the remainder of the school term, but that fifty per cent 
of them not be opened in September, 1932.^ This motion was seconded by Mr. 
Slate. Mr. Slate, in explanation of his action, stated that his reason for 
lopping off two of the four Negro night schools was an effort to make the 
number equal to the white schools.4 Mr. Slate should be remembered for his 
stand in connection with the 1927 controversy over the Negro night schools, 
when he unyieldingly opposed any action of the Board which was in favor of 
continuing the Negro night schools. 
^Minutes of Board. February 22, 1927. 
^Atlanta Daily World. April, 1932, p. 1. 
^Minutes of Board. April 12, 1932. 
4Ibid. 
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Superintendent Sutton differed with Mr. Slate and the other Board 
members who shared the stand of Mr. Slate, and asked the privilege of the 
floor. He pointed out that the four Negro night schools were in four 
different sections of the city and that the elimination of any one of them 
would deprive a large number of adults of school advantages. He called at¬ 
tention to the fact that on account of having night schools many persons 
above compulsory school age could go to night school, and thus make room 
for more children in day schools. He also pointed out the advantages of 
giving the Negro people cultural opportunities at night, whereas if not 
employed in this way, crime and evil would result, making the court costs 
exceed the cost of education. The Superintendent pleaded that none of the 
Negro night schools be closed.^- However, before the meeting was adjourned 
the Board voted that the four Negro night schools be reduced to two as of 
September, 1932.^ 
The Atlanta Daily World made the following statement concerning 
Mr. Slate’s action» 
This "Nordic Negrophobist" who didn’t believe colored"niggers" 
ought to have more than white folks continued to parade the hob¬ 
goblin of the race question before a group of fellow-whites in the 
heart of the South.® 
The Atlanta journal commented that "the Board members wrangled almost 
four hours during the evening and night over economy proposals which had 
been formulated by the Current Expenditures Committee."^ 
The following- editorial written by Mr. Jesse 0. Thomas gave reasons 
^•Minutes of Board. April 12, 1932. 
^Atlanta Daily Y/orld, April 13, 1932, p. 1. 
^Atlanta journal, April 13, 1932, p. 9. 
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why the Negroes of Atlanta ought to protest the dosing of two of the 
four night schools. 
Information is in the air to the effect that there is a plan in 
contemplation on the part of the Board of Education to close two of 
the Negro night schools in the near future. This is another curtail¬ 
ment in order to Balance the "budget obviously. 
We quote from a statement sent us from one of the relief agencies 
in the city which will reenforce our position in connection with the 
reason why these night schools should not be closed. The reception 
clerk of the Negro office reports that nearly every man and woman who 
come to the desk request clothing for children. One visitor with a 
case load of 217 families estimated that fifty children are not in 
school at this time because of insufficient clothing. A closer check 
would find more. All of the visitors agree that at least seventy-five 
per cent of the children in their families are out of school every 
rainy day, or every cloudy day because of not wearing’ enough clothes. 
A few girls and boys in our families who have completed the grammar 
grades are not attending school because it takes better clothing and 
car fare to go to high school. Numbers of children who during normal 
times would attend day school are ashamed to wear clothes they have 
during the day, and feel that their poor clothing would be less con- 
spicious at night. Visitors report that to secure permits to attend 
night school is easily obtained for children over ten years of age. 
The explanation for the fact that almost twice as many Negroes are 
in night schools as are white people is the ground that if the ma¬ 
jority of Negroes who are in night sohools were white, they would be 
in day school. Abject poverty forces them to work during the day if 
they can find a job or wait until night in order that the shades of 
darkness may assist them in disguising their poorly clad conditions. 
Since there are forty-four kindergartens operated by the Board 
of Education for the benefit of white children at a cost of approxi¬ 
mately $106,000.00 a year and none for Negroes, the Board might 
close a sufficient number of these to balance the budget. This 
$106,000.00, you will remember, represents tax money, not white money. 
In addition there is probably $17,000.00 spent in supplying the 
seventy-seven white schools with visual education. No visual educa¬ 
tion is taught in any of the Negro schools. 
They have already affected a 16 per cent cut on the salary 
schedule of all teachers. There was an understanding that those 
getting less than one hundred dollars a month (this would include 
most Negro teachers) would be cut only 10 per cent. 
In Heaven or Cuba, how do they expect the Negro to qualify for 
citizenship responsibilities in this radically changing civiliza¬ 
tion? In the interest of the underprivileged and disadvantaged mem¬ 
bers of our group the more favored ones should make a mass protest 
34 
against this Un-American, Un-Democratic, and Un-Just procedure.1 
The Negroes of Atlanta and many white supporters of the Negro night 
schools resented very much the action of the Board of Education in cutting 
off two of its four night schools and protested against it. The attitude 
of the Negroes was expressed in the next meeting of the Board which was held 
May 10, 1932. Attorney A. T. Walden appeared Before the Board and was heard. 
He presented a petition signed by 9,022 Negroes asking the Board of Educa¬ 
tion to keep these all important institutions open. In his address Mr. 
Walden pointed out the necessity of the night school among Negroes. "The 
saving of $3,000.00 effected through the cutting off of the sohools is not 
saving," he stated. The increase in juvenile delinquency would be lessened 
if children who are unable to attend day school are given an opportunity to 
go to night schools. The cost of juvenile delinquency would far exceed the 
O 
expense of these two schools to the community. 
In reply to Mr. Walden’s statement, Mrs. Nelson, who invariably shared 
the views of Mr. Slate and who also fought the Negro night schools in 1927 
stated: "It is just as necessary to halt white juvenile delinquency as it 
is Negro juvenile delinquency."3 However, Mr. Walden insisted that the 
curtailment of Negro night schools would do a great wrong for such and in¬ 
finitesimal saving.^ 
Among the white friends of the Negro night schools was Miss Allie 
Mann, President of the Atlanta Public School Teachers Association, who 
^■jesse 0. Thomas, "Why Negroes Should protest the Closing of Two of 
Their Night Schools." Editorial, Atlanta Dally World. April 13, 1932, p. 11. 
Minutes of Board, May 10, 1932. 
3Ibid. 
^Atlanta Journal, May 11, 1932, p. 9. 
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stated that her organization far the second time had voted to accept the 
sixteen per cent decrease in salaries in preference to curtailing educa¬ 
tional activities of the school system.1 Similar interest was expressed by 
Major R. T. Quinn, former member of the Board of Education, who urged that 
the Negro night schools not be sacrificed. He further protested against 
the emasculation of a school system, after the patriotic action of the 
teachers had made it unnecessary.2 He stated further that "if there is 
ever a time when night schools and opportunity schools should operate at 
full blast it is now.”® 
Protests were also made to the City Council in the fight to retain all 
four of the Negro night schools. Leading the fight were a group of white 
women, who were led by Mrs. Louise H. Moss, Miss Elizabeth Head, and Mrs. 
W. J. Agnew,4 who formed a committee and presented a formal protest to 
Mayor James L. Key charging the Board's action as being discriminatory and 
unfair. They filed their protest with Alderman E. A. Gilliam, Chairman of 
the Public School Committee of the City Council, in the light of the pro¬ 
tests against the closing of two of the Negro night schools the Board met 
to reconsider its action,^on June 9, 1932, with regard to the elimination 
of two Negro night schools. In this meeting Dr. Paul Whitehead, a member 
of the Board referred to the action of the Board in April and May, whereby 
fifty per cent of the Negro night schools were eliminated, and moved that 




^Minutes of Board, June 9, 1932 
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the two schools eliminated he reestablished. The motion was lost by its 
failure to receive a second. Mr. Noland then made a motion that two addi¬ 
tional night schools be opened in September, 1932, the details of which 
would be left to the superintendent.^ This motion was seconded by Mr. Baird. 
After much discussion among the members of the Board of Education 
Mr. Noland’s motion was carried. Notwithstanding' the Board’s vote, Mrs. 
Nelson and Mr. Penn expressed the fact that they were unalterably opposed 
to reestablishing these two Negro night schools for the following reasons: 
1. Lack of money. 
2. The Board would not be treating- white employees right who had 
been laid off from work due to lack of funds. 
3. There are school buildings in bad repair and no money is 
available with which to repair them.* 
In September, 1932, four night schools for Negroes continued to be 
operated, namely, Booker T. Washington Night School, David T. Howard Night 
School, E. P. Johnson Night School and W. H. Orogman Night School.3 Thus, 
since 1927 no changes have actually ocourred in the number of night schools 
for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia. However, in view of the fact that Negro 
night schools have come under attack whenever there was a deficiency in the 
funds of the Board of Education, it might be expected that in the future if 
the Board of Education faces a similar crisis Negro night schools may suf¬ 
fer reduction or elimination. On the other hand, since per pupil expendi¬ 
ture has increased within recent years this may indicate that there is a 
growing awareness of the need for night schools and that the Negro night 




schools will he continued, and may even he increased and improved in many 
ways. 
Attitude of Negro Adult Students Toward Attending Night 3chool.— The 
only justification for the establishment and maintenance of night schools 
is that there are adults who need and have a desire for further education. 
It, therefore, seemed important that the attitudes of former students of 
night schools he studied. A total of thirty-five former students and 
graduates were selected at random and interviewed to see what their atti¬ 
tudes were toward going to night school, and how they evaluated the night 
school program. The schools which these students had attended are shown in 
Table 1. 
TABLE 1 
NUMBER OF GRADUATES AND FORMER STUDENTS INTERVIEWED 
AND THE NIGHT SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY THESE STUDENTS 








As can he seen from the table the largest number of students were se¬ 
lected from the Booker T. Washington Night School. This might he justified 
by the fact that the enrollment at the Booker T. Washington Fight School is 
by far the largest of all the schools, and further by the fact that no at¬ 
tempt was made to conduct a rigidly controlled study. 
The students interviewed ranged all the way from the enrollees in the 
first night school to 1946 graduates of the night schools. The data 
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presented were gathered throigh interviews with these students. The 
students are referred to as student 1 - 35. Statements of attitudes to¬ 
ward going to night schools have been indicated by "a", and statements of 
evaluations by "b". These statements have been compiled for each student 
and placed in the appendix. 
Out of thirty-five former students and graduates of the Negro night 
schools of Atlanta who were interviewed, only one student, student 3, in¬ 
dicated that she had had a negative attitude toward going to night school. 
This student, who is now a senior at Morris Brown College, attributed her 
success in getting a college education to the night schools. With thirty- 
four out of thirty-five students expressing their having had a keen inter¬ 
est in the night schools, it seems safe to conclude that on the whole 
night school students are very much interested in attending school. This 
keen interest present in the majority of the students contacted was shown 
by their high evaluations of the night school program for Negroes. How¬ 
ever, it was significant to note that within recent years many students 
expressed that, "although the night school served their needs, the curri¬ 
culum could well be expanded." These statements seem to imply that the 
Atlanta Board of Education needs to expand its curriculum to more ade¬ 
quately meet the needs of its students. 
Changes in the Night School Program.— Since the year 1915 when the 
first night school for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia was established, the 
program of the night schools has undergone various changes. Some of 
these changes were in terms of enrollment, teaching personnel, financial 
support, and graduates. These changes will be discussed under separate 
headings. A brief account of the role of the Works progress Administra¬ 
tion in the night schools is given. 
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Enrollment 
The enrollment of Yonge Street Night School for the year 1915-1916, 
its first year of operation, was 642.1 The enrollment at the Mitchell 
Street School for the year 1916-1917, its first year of operation, was 
460.2 There was a combined enrollment at these two schools in 1917-1918 
of 629; and in 1918-1919 there was a combined enrollment of 382.3 This 
decrease in enrollment figures in 1918-1919 was very likely a result of 
World War I. The enrollment figures for the year 1923 showed that there 
were 3,379 students enrolled in the night schools.4 This increase in 
enrollment was probably due to the addition of four night schools in 1920. 
The next enrollment figures which were available began with the year 1926 
and extended through the year 1946.5 These data are presented in Table 2. 
Perhaps, no factor is more important in the study of the night school 
program than enrollment. It is the best single index of the interest of 
the people in adult education. The large enrollment over the years indi¬ 
cate* a continuing interest and need for an adult education program. The 
extent to which the Negro adults of Atlanta have taken advantage of the 
opportunity to further their education seems higliy commendable * The wel¬ 
fare of Negroes and of the Atlanta community as a whole would seem to 
dictate that the night schools be continued and that they be given more 
support in every way. 
^•Minutes of Board. September 20, 1916. 
[bid. 
Minutes of Board, November 27, 1918. 
^Yillis A. Sutton, Ten Years of progress in Atlanta Public Schools 
(Atlanta, Georgia, 1931), p. 23. 
^Report of Superintendent, Atlanta, Georgia, 1946 
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TABLE 2 
TOTAL ENROLLMENT BY YEARS 
IN THE NEGRO NIGHT SCHOOLS OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
























It can be seen from Table 2 that the total enrollmait between the 
years 1926-1946 was 68,584. However, this total represents duplications. 
The largest enrollment was in 1927, when a total of 4,689 students were en¬ 
rolled. This increase may have been due partly to the fact that the number 
of night schools was increased to eight in 1922-23. it can also be seen 
from Table 2 that the smallest number of students attended night school 
during the year 1945 when the enrollment was undoubtedly due to the fact 
that a number of people were engaged in war work; also during World War II 
many people migrated from their communities to work. 
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Data are also presented on the enrollment by schools for the years 1930 
through 1946. Enrollment was restricted to the period 1930-1946 because no 
earlier figures were available by schools. These data are presented in 
Table 3. 
TABLE 3 
ENROLLMENT IN EACH OF THE FOUR NEGRO NIGHT SCHOOLS OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
AND FOR ALL SCHOOLS, BY YEARS, FOR THE PERIOD 1930-19461 
Schools 
All 
Schools Year Crogman Howard Johnson Washington 
1930 560 939 662 1,310 2,471 
1931 599 1,129 661 1,698 4,087 
1932 651 843 667 1,297 3,468 
1933 911 939 984 1,590 4,424 
1934 793 929 887 1,357 3,966 
1935 776 1,171 821 1,405 4,173 
1936 634 853 637 1,469 3,593 
1937 536 687 513 1,167 2,903 
1938 582 669 523 1,224 2,998 
1939 519 705 644 1,363 3,231 
1940 502 556 523 1,344 2,925 
1941 421 556 482 1,090 2,549 
1942 440 602 464 1,189 2,695 
1943 504 552 446 1,153 2,655 
1944 432 353 356 959 2,100 
1945 389 413 293 877 1,972 
1946 300 384 439 960 2,083 
As can be seen from Table 3, Booker T. Washington Night School main¬ 
tained the largest enrollment during the years 1930 through 1946Ï- This 
fact was perhaps due to the location, size of the plant and the varied 
curricula of this school. It is significant, however, that the David T. 
Howard Night School reached the one thousand point in enrollment twice 
^Report of Superintendent, Atlanta, Georgia, 1930-1946. 
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during these years, namely, in 1931 and in 1935. 
On the whole, the smallest enrollment has been maintained by W. F. 
Crogman Night School. This might have been due, in part, to the Negro 
population in that area consisting, to a great extent, of common laborers. 
However, a much larger enrollment than usual occurred in this school in 
1933 which was no doubt due to the initiation of the Works progress Admini¬ 
stration program which functioned in the Negro night schools. David T. 
Howard and E. P. Johnson night schools also reached their peaks in enroll¬ 
ment in 1935 which seems to have been a result of the assistance of the 
7/orks Progress Administration. 
In all four of the schools the enrollment figures showed a decline 
during the war years with the smallest enrollment being in the E. P. Johnson 
Night School. Over the period of seventeen years, 1930-1946, the total 
gross enrollment of four Negro night schools was 52,865. 
The Works Progress Administration in Negro Night Schools 
A very brief account of the role of the Works progress Administration 
in the Negro night schools is given. However, details will not be considered 
because reports do not show to what extent the program functioned through the 
night schools. 
The purpose of this project was to give unemployed persons, who were 
capable of teaching, employment. It also purported to give training to adults 
in order to make them more employable, more efficient, and fit them for 
worthy citizenship.^- 
The courses offered which oould be considered as adult education were: 
general adult education, vocational ed'acation, home and family life educa¬ 
tion, literacy, illiteracy, and education of the blind. Most of these 
^•Report of Superintendent, Atlanta, Georgia, 1939-1940. 
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phases of the adult education program lasted only for the period of the 
duration of the Works Progress Administration program. 
There was no opposition on the part of the public or on the part of 
the Atlanta Board of Education toward acceptance of Federal aid as provided 
through the Work6 progress Administration. 
The following statement expresses the attitude of the Board of Educa¬ 
tion toward the Works Progress Administration! 
In the city of Atlanta we have something in excess of 90,000 
Negroes. The Negro as a citizen has the right to an education. 
The Negro as a part of our civilization should have the privilege 
of developing to the highest degree possible in the enlargement 
of his intellectual, social, moral, and spiritual life. Atlanta 
and Georgia may in some respects have a liability in the Negro in 
our midst. But we have a wonderful asset in his capacity for taking 
education, for enlarging his personality, increasing his usefulness 
and expanding his buying power.^ 
Teaching- Personnel 
The number of teachers employed in each of the four night schools for 
the period 1927-1946 is presented in Table 4. There is a possibility of 
error in these figures because the number of teachers employed was as¬ 
certained by counting the night school teachers listed in the public 
school directories, which are subject to change during- the school year. 
Whatever error may be introduced as a result of the method by which these 
figures were arrived seems, in light of the tenure status, to be very 
small. In most cases changes which were made during- the school year were 
replacements of persons who resigned during the term. Such cases, however, 
were very few. 
^•Report of Superintendent. Atlaita, Georgia, 1939-1940. 
^Report of Superintendent, Atlanta, Georgia, 1935-1936, p. 19. 
5Publio School Directories. Atlanta, Georgia, 1927-1946. 
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TABLE 4 
NUMBER OF TEACHERS EMPLOYED IN EACH OF THE POUR NEGRO NIGHT SCHOOLS 
OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA AND FOR ALL THE SCHOOLS, 
BY YEARS, FOR THE PERIOD 1927-1946 
Year 
Schools 
All Schools Crogman Howard Johnson Washington 
1927 9 15 14 21 59 
1928 11 15 14 20 60 
1929 14 17 16 21 58 
1930 15 20 15 28 78 
1931 14 19 16 22 71 
1932 14 20 17 24 75 
1933 17 20 21 26 84 
1934 16 20 19 29 84 
1935 17 19 18 29 83 
1936 18 19 18 29 84 
1937 14 21 15 28 78 
1938 14 16 13 26 69 
1939 11 14 11 28 64 
1940 12 13 11 26 61 
1941 12 16 9 24 61 
1942 12 14 11 28 65 
1943 15 14 13 29 71 
1944 13 14 11 27 65 
1945 13 13 14 27 67 
1946 12 13 13 26 64 
The fluetuations in the number of teachers employed may be understood 
best when viewed in light of the enrollment figures shown in Table 3. 
From Table 4 it can be seen that in all of the night schools the teaching 
staff tended to increase during the years of the Works progress Admini¬ 
stration, which was in effect from 1933-1939. And, on the whole, the 
teaching staff tended to increase in accordance with the increases in en¬ 
rollment. 
Financial Support 
The per pupil cost in the Negro night schools is shown in Table 5 for 
the years 1937-1946. Data prior to this period were not available. 
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It can be seen from Table 5 that the smallest per pupil expenditure in the 
Negro night sohools was $12.73 in 1939. However, in 1940 there was a 
slight increase, and this increase continued gradually up to 1944 when it 
reached its peak of $28.47. In 1945 and 1946 the per pupil expenditures 
were somewhat less than in 1944. 
Graduates 
The number of graduates of the Negro night schools is presented in 
Table 6. These graduates are reported for the years 1938 through 1946. 
It can be seen from Table 6 that the largest number of graduates w'as from 
the Booker T. Washington Night School. 
TABLE 5 
PER PUPIL COST OF EDUCATION IN THE NEGRO NIGHT S 
OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA FOR THE PERIOD 1937-1946 
CHOOIS 











^Report of Superintendent, Atlanta, Georgia, 1937-1946 
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TABLE 6 
NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR EACH OF THE POUR NEGRO NIGHT SCHOOLS 
OP ATLANTA, GEORGIA AND FOR ALL THE NIGHT SCHOOLS, 
BY YEARS, FOR THE PERIOD 1938-19461 
Years 
School 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1946 1946 
Crognan 14 13 17 17 18 12 9 8 8 
Howard 36 21 24 23 16 18 16 16 19 
Johnson 12 16 13 12 IE 14 9 12 6 
Washington 66 75 70 47 60 56 70 48 47 
Totals 126 126 124 99 98 100 103 83 79 
1 Report of SuperIntendent, Atlanta, Georgia, 1938-1946. 
CHAPTER III 
CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Conclusions."- As stated in Chapter I, this is a study of the develop¬ 
ment of the night school program for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
study covers the period from the initiation of the night school program in 
1915 through its various periods of development to 1946. 
The purpose of the study was to answer five questions, namely, 
1. What were the circumstances leading up to the establishment of 
night schools for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia? 
2. What have been the most significant factors and events in the 
development of the night school program? 
3. What has been the attitude of the Atlanta public toward the 
financing of education of adults? 
4. What has been the attitude of adult students toward going to 
school and how do they evaluate the program? 
5. What changes, if any, have occurred in the night school program 
in terms of enrollment, teaching personnel, financial support, 
and graduates during the period covered by the study, 1915-1946? 
The conclusions are presented in the form of answers to these five 
questions. With reference to the first question, it was found that the need 
for night schools was recognized as early as 1890 but at that time recogni¬ 
tion was given only to the needs of white persons. The idea of night 
schools seemed to have received its major impetus from a foreigner— one 
Mr. Lambert, who was a native of Belgium and who in 1890 was Councilman 
from the fifth ward of the City of Atlanta. It was a quarter of a century 
after night schools had been established for whites before night schools 
were established for Negroes. This delay seems to have grown out of the 
fact that Negroes were not represented on the Board of Education and the 
City Council and were not active in making their needs felt to those who 
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had the power to formulate policy. Negroes received attention only after 
they made known their needs and wishes, and brought pressure to bear upon 
the Board of Education through the use of the press, personal appeals to the 
Board of Education, petitions, and by attempting to meet the needs through 
private night schools. 
In answer to the question, what have been the most significant factors 
and events in the development of the night school program for Negroes?, it 
seems that the tradition of separate and unequal facilities for Negroes 
am the ever present economic problem of lack of funds have been the most 
significant factors in the development of night schools for Negroes in 
Atlanta. The Negro night schools have barely escaped being wiped out 
during two periods of economic crisis. The first time was in 1927 and the 
second time was in 1932. The aid given by the Works Progress Administra¬ 
tion seems to have saved the schools during the most severe crisis period 
in the history of the night schools for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia. 
The attitude of the Atlanta public toward financing education for 
adults has been very favorable. No evidence of opposition was discovered 
from an analysis of the local newspapers and from interviewing present and 
former school administrators. On the other hand, the local press seems to 
have been far ahead of some members of the Board of Education in the accep¬ 
tance of the efficacy of publicly supported adult education. 
Graduates and former students of the Negro night schools seem to have 
had little hesitation or inhibition to attending- night schools. They be¬ 
lieve that the night schools have been very valuable to them; however, 
many stated that the curriculum should be broadened. 
With reference to the question, what changes occurred in the night 
school program in terms of curriculum offerings, enrollment, teaching 
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personnel, financial support and graduates?, it may be said that there was a 
fairly rapid increase with respect to all of these factors from 1915 to 1936. 
The enrollment, teaching personnel, and number of graduates have decreased 
gradually since 1936. In the early stages of night schools for Negroes the 
curriculum was somewhat limited in scope. However, with the establishment 
of the Booker T. Washington Night School in 1925-1926 came an expansion in 
the curriculum. The curriculum was increased from elementary and limited 
vocational and commercial courses to include senior high school courses and 
a greater variety of vocational and commercial courses. 
The teaching staff and enrollment increased rapidly over a period of 
years. On the whole the largest enrollment and teaching staf| were main¬ 
tained by the Booker T* Washington Night School; and the smallest by the 
W. H. Crogman Night School. 
Per pupil cost was reported for the years 1937 through 1946. It was 
found that the per pupil cost decreased considerably after 1937. However, 
since the year 1940 it has been on the increase. It reached its peak 
of $28.47 in 1944. This compared favorably with the per pupil cost for 
Negro day schools. 
Graduates of the four night schools were reported on for the years 
1938 through 1946. It was found that graduates for the four schools— 
Crogman, Howard, Johnson and Washington, were comparatively small in com¬ 
parison to the number of students enrolled in the four schools. 
The present night school program for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia has 
been the result of a long, arduous process. 
Implications.— On the basis of the findings of the study certain 
implications stand out as being especially significant. They are: 
1. That there is need for a similar study of the night schools for 
50 
whites so as to give a total picture of publicly supported night 
schools in Atlanta. 
2. That there is need for more consideration to a detailed 
account of the night schools on the part of the superintendents of 
the Atlanta Public Schools in their annual reports. 
3. That according to the evaluations of the night school program 
by forner students and graduates there is need for a more adequate and 
varied curriculum. 
Recommendations.-- On the basis of the above implications the follow¬ 
ing recommendations are made; 
1. That a complete study of night schools for whites be made so 
as to give the total picture of publicly supported night schools in 
Atlanta. 
2. That the superintendents of the Atlanta public Schools give 
more consideration to a detailed aocount of the night schools in their 
annual reports. 
3. That study of the needs of present enrollees in the night 
schools be made as a basis for a more adequate and varied curriculum. 
APPENDIX 
STATEMENTS OF THIRTY-FIVE FORMER STUDENTS AND GRADUATES 
OF THE NEGRO NIGHT SCHOOLS OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, 
CONCERNING THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARDS ATTENDING NIGHT SCNOOIS 
AT THE TIME OF THEIR ENROLLMENT AND THEIR EVALUATIONS 
OF THE NIGHT SCHOOL PROGRAM 
Student 1 - 1919 graduate of 
Yonee Street Night School 
*(a) "I enjoyed the night school experience and looked forward 
to its class meetings with great enthusiasm. Attending 
night school was a way of passing’ off the time as there 
were few forms of recreation." 
**(b) "At present I am engaged as typist and bookkeeper for a 
local firm with 62 employees, and my night school training 
prepared me for the job." 
Student 2 - 1941 graduate of 
E. P. Johnson Night School 
(a) "I was very much interested in securing a high school edu¬ 
cation and considered it indeed an excellent program." 
(b) "I am at present an advanced sophomore at Morris Brown 
College as a result of my night school training." 
Student 3 - 1941 graduate of 
B. P. Johnson Night School 
(a) "I had a somewhat negative attitude toward attending night 
school." 
(b) "I am at present a senior at Morris Brown College and feel 
that my night school training served as a stepping stone 
to my present achievement. I feel that the night school 
curriculum should be broadened." 
Student 4 - 1981 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "I looked forward to attending my night classes with 
interest." 
*(a) indicates the student’s attitude toward attending night school 
and **(b) his evaluation of the night school program. 
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(b) "The night school served my needs quite well. I am at 
present supervisor of the bookkeeping department of a 
local insurance company." 
Student 5 - 1935 graduate of 
Booker T. 7/ashineton Night School 
(a) "I was very much interested in attending night school 
after I had to drop out of day school. I wanted to get a 
high school education." 
(b) "For the past two years and at present I have been teaching 
in the grammar grades on the outskirts of Atlanta. My 
night school training was very beneficial." 
Student 6 - 1944 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "I enjoyed attending night school and went regularly so as 
to complete my work." 
0>) "The night school served my needs well. Since graduation 
and at present I am clerk at a local school." 
Student 7 - 1941 graduate of 
E. F. Johnson Night School 
(a) "I was very proud of having the opportunity to complete 
the remainder of my high school work through the night 
school." 
0») "The night school served my needs but I think the curri¬ 
culum should be expanded. I am at present secretary and 
bookkeeper on investments of a local insurance company." 
Student 8 - 1946 graduate of 
David T. Howard Night School 
(a) "I was very much interested in attending night school be¬ 
cause I wanted to further my education. I felt that if 
I were better prepared I could help my own children, and 
do a better job in my church work." 
(b) "The night school was very helpful to me. I am at present 
a student of Morris Brown College." 
Student 9 - 1946 graduate of 
David T. Howard Right School 
(a) "I was not able to finish my work in regular day school so 
I went at night to finish it." 
0>) "The night school work was helpful but I think more sub¬ 
jects should be offered." 
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Student 10 - 1939 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "I was very much interested in attending night school Because 
I wanted to complete my course." 
(b) "I finished a course in sewing and that is the way I make my 
living." 
Student 11 - 1941 graduate of 
E. P. Johnson Nifcht School 
(a) "I liked to go to school all right." 
(b) "I think more subjects should be offered." 
Student 12 - 1938 graduate of 
Booker T« Washington Eight School 
(a) "I liked to go to school at night and was very much 
interested in my work." 
(b) "I am at present a dressmaker and I praise the night 
school for it." 
Student 13 - Former student of 
Booker T. Washington Kifcht School 
(a) "I enjoyed attending night school and am looking forward 
to going- back." 
(b) "The training- that I did get has helped me." 
Student 14 - 1944 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "While going to school I was very interested in my work 
and wanted to become a graduate." 
(b) "My training has been very helpful and since graduating 
I have been clerk in a local school." 
Student 15 - Former student of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "I was very much interested in going to school and in¬ 
fluenced several other people to go." 
(b) "I haven't been back to night school since 1939, but my 
training helps me as a mother." 
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Student 16 - 1946 graduate of 
7/. H» Orograan Night School 
(a) "The night school work was interesting and is a wonderful 
opportunity for adults to further their education.” 
(b) "I am at present continuing my training at Carvers’ Bible 
Institute and am looking forward to entering college this 
fall.” 
Student 17 - 1946 graduate of 
W. H. Crogroan Might School 
(a) ”1 was very much interested in going to school because I 
wanted to get a high school education.” 
(b) "I consider the night school a definite opportunity for 
adults." 
Student 18 - 1946 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "I enjoyed attending’ night school very much." 
(b) "I am at present a student of Morris Brown College and 
feel that my training helped me a great deal. However, 
I think the curriculum of the night schools should be 
expanded." 
Student 19 - 1942 graduate of 
Booker T« Washington Might School 
(a) "I enjoyed attending night school very much and I was 
very much interested in my work." 
(b) "Since graduation I took a course in nurse training and 
for years I have been a nurse for a local insurance 
oompany." 
Student 20 - 1936 graduate of 
X!» H. Crogman Night School 
(a) "I looked forward to the time to go to night class with 
much happiness because I wanted to finish my oourse." 
(b) "Since graduation I took a course in nurse training and 
am at present employed in a local hospital." 
Student 21 - 1937 graduate of 
David T« Howard Night School 
(a) "I praise the night school and considered it a wonderful 
opportunity." 
55 
(b) "Although I did not follow my line of training I think 
the night school was very helpful." 
Student 22 - 1936 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "I was interested in going to night school because I 
needed one more year to complete high school." 
(b) "The night school served my needs very well but I think 
more subjects should be offered. I am at present manager 
of a local drugstore." 
Student 23 - 1936 graduate of 
W. H. Orogman Night School 
(a) "I was very much interested in attending night school be¬ 
cause I wanted to complete high school." 
(b) "I am a laborer and did not oontinue in school, but I 
think more subjects should be offered." 
Student 24 - 1932 graduate of 
David T. Howard Night School 
(a) "I started attending night school at first for recreation, 
but I became interested in the work." 
(b) "My night school training- has helped me in many ways. I 
feel that I am a better citizen." 
Student 25 - 1957 graduate of 
W. H. Crograan Night School 
(a) "I looked forward to my night classes with interest." 
(b) "I completed a course in sewing and appreciated my work 
very much." 
Student 26 - Former student of 
S. P. Johnson Night School 
(a) "While I was going to school I was very much interested 
in my work and hope to go back some day." 
(b) "I am at present a drugstore assistant and my training 
helps me in my work." 
Student 27 - 1946 graduate of 
David T. Howard Eight Sohool 
(a) "I was very much interested in going to school because I 
wanted to complete my high school work." 
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(b) "My training has been very helpful to me since I began 
my college studies at Morris Brown College.” 
Student 28 - 1940 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "Going to night school was indeed enjoyable." 
(b) "I completed a course in dressmaking and I am very proud 
of the night school for that opportunity." 
Student 29 - 1946 graduate of 
David T. Foward Night School 
(a) "I enjoyed attending night school because of the freedom; 
other than learning we felt free." 
(b) "My training has been very helpful." 
Student 30 - 1944 graduate of 
W« H. Orogman Nifcht School 
(a) "I was very much interested in going to night school be¬ 
cause there was a course I wanted to take up that required 
a high school education." 
(b) "I am at present a private duty nurse." 
Student 31 - Former student of 
E. P. Johnson Night School 
(a) "I enjoyed going to night school very much when I was 
going." 
(b) "Night school helped me very much in many ways. I 
hope to go back soon to finish my work." 
Student 32 - 1942 graduate of 
Booker Ü?» Washington Night School 
(a) "I was very interested in going to night school because 
the course I was taking in tailoring was very interesting." 
(b) "I praise the night school for my training because at 
present I operate my own tailoring business." 
Student 33 - 1941 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
"I wanted to get a high school education." (a) 
0>) "My training' has been very helpful. At present, I am 
doing supply teaching on the outskirts of Atlanta." 
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Student 34 - 1946 graduate of 
David T. Howard Night School 
(a) ”1 was interested in finishing high school.” 
(b) "Now that I have begun my college work I find my night 
school training very helpful." 
Student 36 - 1945 graduate of 
Booker T. Washington Night School 
(a) "I liked to attend night school very much." 
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